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Western United States’ record-breaking
“heat dome” could last all week as
wildfires rage in six states. 7A

Recognizing roots

The Little Africa community overcomes
adversity and celebrates with a new
welcome sign. Metro, 1B

Weather

High 84° ❚ Low 71°
Scattered storms.
Forecast, 6C

Former Wade Hampton golfer
earns long-awaited PGA victory
SPORTS, 1C
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Gen. Scott Miller, who served as
America’s top commander in Afghani-
stan since 2018, handed over command
to another four-star general Monday in
Kabul, Afghanistan.

Marine Gen. Frank McKenzie will as-
sume control at least until the U.S. with-
drawal from the country concludes by
Aug. 31.

In a flag-passing ceremony, Miller re-
membered the U.S. and NATO troops
killed in the nearly 20-year war as well

as the thousands of Afghans who died.
McKenzie credited Miller with getting
U.S. troops home safely and moving out
millions of tons of equipment.

The change of command comes as
Taliban insurgents continue to gain ter-
ritory across the country.

Change of command 
Miller, the top US general in Afghanistan,
relinquishes post; full military exit nears 

U.S. Army Gen. Scott Miller speaks at a ceremony
where he relinquished his command Monday at
Resolute Support headquarters, in Kabul,
Afghanistan. AHMAD SEIR/AP

“I’m worried, of

course, when the

Taliban are push-

ing for a military

solution, that’s a

cause of concern

… but they cannot

impose their will

upon the nation

militarily.” 
Abdullah Abdullah, chief
of Afghanistan’s National Council
for Reconciliation

See story, 7A

Diane Hardy quickly learned that
government has great influence over the
small business environment when she
opened Nothing Bundt Cakes a few
years ago.

She was then surprised at how little
representation small business owners
had during the height of the pandemic
when they had to follow local and state
mandates.

Hardy now hopes the Mom and Pop
Alliance will become the voice of South
Carolina small business owners in the
Statehouse.

“We want to advocate for our small
businesses down in Columbia to be their
voice,” said Hardy, director and founder
of the organization. “And to give them a
stronger voice than they have now.”

According to the Small Business Ad-
ministration’s 2020 small business
profile, South Carolina’s nearly 432,000
small businesses make up a majority of
the state’s businesses and employ al-
most 44% of the state’s workers.

Despite such an important role in the
state’s economy, Hardy said small busi-
ness owners have been underrepresent-
ed.

While local chambers often help local
entrepreneurs, Hardy said statewide
business organizations have gravitated 

Protecting Mom and Pop

Diane Hardy has founded the Mom and Pop Alliance, a small business
advocacy group. MATT BURKHARTT/STAFF

South Carolina
businesswoman’s
new organization
to advocate for
small business
Marcus Navarro Greenville News

USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA

“I hope that small business owners can feel like that they are a part of the policy process

in our state and that they are being heard.” 
Lucas Marchant Greenville law firm owner

See MOM AND POP, Page 3A

Rioters breached the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021, in an attempt to stop the
certification of the results of the 2020
presidential election won by Democrat
Joe Biden and lost by Republican Don-
ald Trump. The insurrection left at
least five people dead, more than a
dozen police officers hurt and dozens
of people arrested.

The chaos that erupted around 2
p.m. that day in Washington, D.C., did
not stop Congress, which reconvened
that night and worked into the wee
hours of Jan. 7 to certify the Electoral
College results of the presidential elec-
tion.

In the days following the violence,
the FBI and other federal authorities
cast a wide net aimed at identifying
the people involved in the breach and
the violence. They subpoenaed vari-
ous records and released images cap-
tured by Capitol security footage, ask-
ing for the public’s help identifying the
people who took part in the riot.

At least eight people from South
Carolina have been charged in connec-
tion to the Jan. 6 Capitol riot, accord-
ing to court records that have been
made public to date. Some of those
records, including a federal complaint
that led to the arrest of a man from the
Upstate, were unsealed and made
public just days ago.

The people known to have been
charged in connection to the Capitol
riot are listed below. The people
charged from South Carolina are: 

Andrew Hatley, who was the first
known South Carolinian to be charged
in connection to the riot. Hatley is ac-
cused of breaching the Capitol and
taking a selfie in front of a statue of 

These people
from SC were
charged in
Capitol riot
Nikie Mayo Greenville News

USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA

See RIOT, Page 2A
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n Enjoy personal assistance every step of the way
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Stand Up Straight
and Feel Better
Discover the Perfect WalkerTM, the better
way to walk safely and more naturally
It’s a cruel fact of life, as we age, gravity takes over. Our muscles droop, our
bodies sag and the weight of the world seems to be planted squarely on our
shoulders. We dread taking a fall, so we find ourselves walking less and less–
and that only makes matters worse.

Well, cheer up! There’s finally a product designed to enable us all to walk
properly and stay on the go. It’s called the Perfect Walker, and it can truly
change your life.

Traditional rollators and walkers simply aren’t designed well. They require you
to hunch over and shuffle your feet when you walk. This puts pressure on your
back, neck, wrists and hands. Over time, this makes walking uncomfortable
and can result in a variety of health issues. That’s all changed with the Perfect
Walker. Its upright design and padded elbow rests enable you to distribute
your weight across your arms and shoulders, not your hands and wrists, which
helps reduce back, neck and wrist pain and discomfort. Its unique frame gives
you plenty of room to step, and the oversized wheels help you glide across the

floor. The height can be easily
adjusted with the push of a
button to fit anyone from 4’9” to
over 6’2”. Once you’ve reached
your destination you can use
the hand brakes to gently slow
down, and there’s even a handy
seat with a storage compartment.
Plus the Perfect Walker includes
Stand AssistTM handles which
make standing from a sitting
position simple and easy. Its sleek,
lightweight design makes it easy
to use indoors and out and it folds
up for portability and storage.

Why spend another day hunched
over and shuffling along. Call now,
and find out how you can try out
a Perfect Walker for yourself... and
start feeling better each and every
day in your own home.

Perfect WalkerTM
Call now Toll-Free

84
52

9

NEW

Plus, now you can choose between royal blue or rich bronze

• Stand-assist handles
• Folds easily
• Optimized Center of Gravity

• Comfortable Seat
• Adjustable Backrest
• Easy-brake Wheels

FREE
Utility Bag, Cane
and Beverage

Holders
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toward bigger businesses and may not
prioritize small business owners. How-
ever, she does hope to work with other
statewide organizations, such as the
South Carolina Small Business Cham-
ber of Commerce, on certain issues in
the future.

Frank Knapp, president and CEO of
the small business chamber, expressed
the same sentiment and told The Green-
ville News that he hopes they can work
together on common issues.

The alliance will focus on three goals:
education, advocacy and communica-
tion between small businesses and offi-
cials.

Lucas Marchant, who owns a law
firm in Greenville, believes greater rep-
resentation of small business owners in
the legislative process will strengthen
the state’s economy.

“I hope that small business owners
can feel like that they are a part of the
policy process in our state and that they
are being heard,” Marchant said in an
email. “Diane Hardy and the Mom and
Pop alliance aim to make sure our voices

are heard.”
The alliance is currently working on

scheduling roundtable events to allow
any small business owner to talk with
legislators and discuss current or future
measures that can help small business-
es. They hope to finalize the details of
these roundtables soon.

“We will be hearing from small busi-
ness owners and about the problems
that they face,” state Rep. Patrick Had-
don said. “This will give us legislators
the information to write legislation that
will help ease the problems that they
face from the government.”

The Mom and Pop Alliance will sur-
vey its members regularly to share the
community’s thoughts to state officials
and keep members updated with news-
letters. Members will also have access to
IDEA-SC.org, a platform to share ideas
privately.

Hardy hopes to work on issues such
as healthcare, decreasing regulations
and income taxes, but the surveys will
tell Hardy and the alliance what small
business owners need. “It’s not about
what Diane wants, it’s about what the
members want,” Hardy said.

The new organization launched last
year and was formerly announced last
week at a press conference at Stax Origi-

nal’s, a family-owned restaurant that’s
been in Greenville for decades.

Since its formation last year, the or-
ganization has reached out to legisla-
tors and held events for entrepreneurs
to inform them of the Mom and Pop Al-
liance. They have more than 100 mem-
bers so far.

The organization has received sup-
port from many local and state offi-
cials, including state Treasurer Curtis
Loftis, Greenville County Sheriff Ho-
bart Lewis, Greenville County Council-
members Chris Harrison and Lynn Bal-
lard, state Reps. Patrick Haddon, Bob-
by Cox, Mike Burns, Ashley Trantham
and Stewart Jones, and state Sen. Rex
Rice.

Cox said many small business own-
ers are often too busy running their
business and taking care of their fam-
ilies to keep up with new regulations
and to advocate for themselves.

That’s a point that Joey Russo, co-
owner of Greenville Rubber and Gas-
ket, agreed with.

Russo will soon join the Mom and
Pop Alliance as a member but said he’s
already learned from the organization
about the state’s tax environment and
hopes that is an issue that the organi-
zation can work on.

Joey Russo, co-owner of Greenville Industrial Rubber and Gasket Co. shows off the business June 30. MATT BURKHARTT/STAFF

Mom and Pop
Continued from Page 1A

SC officials want opinions on
Sunday hunting on public land

COLUMBIA – South Carolina is ask-
ing for public input on whether state
leased Wildlife Management Areas
should be open for hunting on Sun-
days.

The Department of Natural Re-
sources has an online survey up until
July 28 as well as four public hearings
planned across the state over the next
two weeks.

The 1.2 million acres of public land
in South Carolina is also used for fish-
ing, hiking, bird watching and other
ways to observe nature. Hunters can
use the public land during season, but
state law only allows hunting on Sun-
day on private land.

The first of four public hearings on
the hunting changes is Tuesday at the
Clemson Pee Dee Research and Educa-
tion Center in Florence. There is a
meeting Thursday at the Clinton Na-
tional Guard Armory on July 19 at the
Santee Cooper Auditorium in Moncks
Corner and July 26 at a site that hasn’t
been determined in Columbia.

All the meetings start at 6 p.m.

Police: Liposuction machine was
package that shut bridge

MOUNT PLEASANT – An aban-
doned liposuction machine was the
suspicious package that closed one of
South Carolina’s busiest bridges for
three hours, authorities said.

Someone called police Saturday af-
ter finding a metal box near a pillar of
the Ravenel Bridge in Mount Pleasant,
just across the Cooper River from
Charleston, investigators said.

The caller showed officers pictures
of a metal box with a lock, green and
red buttons and a fan. Officers then
confirmed the box’s location and a su-
pervisor shut down the bridge and
called the bomb squad, according to a
Mount Pleasant Police report.

The bridge was opened after about
three hours, and officials confirmed
Monday the item was a liposuction
machine.

The Ravenel Bridge carries about
77,000 vehicles a day on U.S. Highway
17 between Charleston and Mount
Pleasant, according to South Carolina
Department of Transportation data.

Associated Press
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